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it. The decision was upheld (28 November 1908) by all three
judges in the court of appeal, and (21 December 1909) by all
five judges in the house of lords.1 After the latter date injunc-
tions were obtained restraining a number of unions from continu-
ing a compulsory levy. Some sixteen M.P.s found their salaries
cut off. Attempts were made to replace compulsory levies by
voluntary, but with poor results.2
All this set up a current away from parliamentary to trade-
union action, and towards a new fashion in trade-union ideas
imported from France and called Syndicalism.3 Syndicalist
doctrine had two features which specially concern us here:
(i) considering the trade union and not the state to be the germ
of future democratic organization, it taught that trade union
leaders should influence parliaments, not from inside by becom-
ing M.P.s, but from outside by 'direct action'; (2) regarding the
class-struggle as war, it relied frankly on violence, elaborating
such special tactics as the 'sympathetic' strike, the 'lightning9
strike, the 'staying-in' strike, and 'sabotage', all leading up to
the general strike. In varying forms and with fluctuating for-
tunes these doctrines played a considerable part in the British
labour world from 1910 to 1926. They were helped at the start
by a period of rising prices and stationary wages. They derived
further stimulus from the action of the house of lords in rejecting
the budget. clf the peers', it was a common saying in trade-union
branches, cmay sabotage the Constitution for their own purposes,
why may not we?'
The new spirit became conspicuous in the latter part of 1910.
In July there was a four-day railway strike in the Newcastle
district, started and run by local men against the wishes of the
union's head office, upon an occasion whose triviality suggested
deep-lying unrest. On 3 September a general lock-out nearly
1 (1910), A.G. 87. It illustrates the darker side of trade unionism, that the
A.S.R.S. thereupon closed the Walthamstow branch and expelled Osborne and
another from membership, confiscating their eighteen years' contributions and
terminating their benefits.
a The Amalgamated Society of Engineers took a vote of its 107,499 members as
to whether they would voluntarily subscribe one shilling each, and only obtained
5,110 favourable repHes.
3 Syndicalisms merely means trade unionism; the full French phrase for what the
English called 'syndicalism* was syndicalisms rfoolutionwire. American revolutionary
trade unionism, as preached and practised by the Industrial Workers of the World*
(founded in 1905 and generally termed the 'LW.W.'), had at this time less influence
in England than French; though some leaders, e.g. Mann, drew inspiration from it.